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THE COUNCIL’S MISSION 

Working with our community to plan, deliver and advocate for the services and infrastructure 
that will achieve a healthy, connected and sustainable future in Hobsons Bay. 

 

OUR VALUES 

Honesty 

Trust 

Integrity 

Collaboration 

Respect 

Accountability 

 

Council acknowledges the people of Yalukit Wilum of the Boon Wurrung Country that makes 
up the Greater Kulin Nation as the traditional owner of these municipal lands. 

 

Chairperson: 

Cr Colleen Gates (Mayor) Wetlands Ward 

 

Councillors: 

Cr Paul Morgan Strand Ward  

Cr Angela Altair Strand Ward 

Cr Peter Hemphill Strand Ward 

Cr Jason Price Cherry Lake Ward 

Cr Sandra Wilson Cherry Lake Ward 

Cr Carl Marsich Wetlands Ward 

 

 

Chris Eddy  
Chief Executive Officer 
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Minutes of the Council Meeting Held on Tuesday 16 December 
2014 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, Hobsons Bay Civic 
Centre, 115 Civic Parade, Altona. 

PRESENT 

CHAIRPERSON: 

   

 Cr Colleen Gates (Mayor)  Wetlands Ward 

 

COUNCILLORS: 

 Cr Paul Morgan Strand Ward 

 Cr Peter Hemphill Strand Ward 

 Cr Angela Altair Strand Ward 

 Cr Jason Price   Cherry Lake Ward 

 Cr Sandra Wilson   Cherry Lake Ward 

 Cr Carl Marsich   Wetlands Ward 

  

 OFFICERS 

 Mr C Eddy   Chief Executive Officer 

 Mr D Anderson  Director Corporate Services 

 Mr P Hunt   Director Community Wellbeing 

 Ms N Walker  Director Strategic Development 

 Ms S Clarke Director Infrastructure and City Services 

 Mr S Zelez  Manager Strategic Communications 

 Ms M Simkin Governance Co-ordinator/Minute Secretary 
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1 Council Welcome 
The Chairperson welcomed members of the gallery and acknowledged the people of the 
Kulin Nation as the traditional owners of this land. 

 

 

2 Apologies 
Nil. 

 

3 Disclosure of Interests 
In accordance with Sections 77A, 77B, 78 and 79 of the Local Government Act 1989 
Councillors are required to disclose a "conflict of interest" in a decision if they would receive, 
or could be reasonably perceived as receiving a direct or indirect financial or non-financial 
benefit or detriment (other than as a voter, resident or ratepayer) from the decision. 

In accordance with Section 79B of the Local Government Act 1989 Councillors who consider 
that they have a personal interest that is in conflict with their public duty in relation to a matter 
may, if they do not have a conflict of interest as described above, apply to Council to be 
exempted from voting on the matter. 

Disclosure must occur immediately before the matter is considered or discussed. 

Nil. 

 

4 Minutes Confirmation 

4.1 Ordinary Council Meeting 
Confirmation of the minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting of the Hobsons Bay City Council 
held on 2 December 2014 (copy previously circulated). 

Motion 
Moved Cr Jason Price, seconded Cr Paul Morgan:  

That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of the Hobsons Bay City Council 
held on 2 December 2014, be confirmed. 

Carried 
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5 Councillors’ Questions 
Cr Peter Hemphill requested an update on the Osborne Close roadworks. Council has 
sealed the middle section of the street but not the entrance.  

Sherry Clarke, Director Infrastructure and City Services, advised that she will request officers 
to undertake an assessment and will advise Cr Hemphill further. 

Cr Carl Marsich referred to impacts from the Federal Government’s recent agency and 
board cuts as part of the budget update. Cr Marsich raised concerns about potential 
impacts on local government in relation to childcare and education and requested that 
any assessments that may be done by the Municipal Association of Victoria be 
circulated to Councillors. 

Peter Hunt, Director Community Wellbeing, advised that there are commonwealth 
regulations but they are administered and monitored by the state government and that he is 
not aware of any implications for childcare. 

Chris Eddy, Chief Executive Officer, advised that if there are implications for local 
government he would expect the sector to be informed via its peak bodies as soon as 
possible. From the list of agencies to date, there are none that suggest a direct impact, 
however we will continue to monitor the situation. 

Cr Angela Altair advised that as Council’s delegate to the Municipal Association of 
Victoria she will undertake to work with officers to monitor any implications for the 
sector. 

Cr Angela Altair expressed her condolences to the family of the late Lynne Kosky and 
acknowledged her tremendous contribution as the Minister for Arts, Transport and 
Education. Ms Kosky’s contributions to Hobsons Bay included finding the land for the 
Altona North Library, assistance with the Newport Gardens co-located facilities, a 
supporter of the Newport Substation and being a strong advocate for the Laverton 
community renewal project. 

Cr Sandra Wilson noted the significant community event to be held at Cherry Lake on 
Thursday 18 December at 6.30pm and asked about the reasons for the event and any 
linkages to the community campaigns Council has been running recently? 

Peter Hunt, Director of Community Wellbeing, advised that Council has a long history 
supporting the white ribbon campaign, including Council staff walking around the lake. 
Council has also recently been involved in the 16 days of activism campaign. Both events 
are related to preventing violence against women. The event on Thursday is an opportunity 
for the local community to participate and sends a clear message to the community about 
Council’s strong belief in these campaigns. 
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6 Petitions/Joint Letters 

6.1 Petition – Traffic Islands at Cole and Twyford Streets, 
Williamstown 

Directorate: Infrastructure and City Services    

Purpose 

To advise Council on the petition requesting installation of traffic islands and recommended 
action to address hooning over the summer period in Twyford Street, Williamstown.  

Motion 

Moved Cr Angela Altair, seconded Cr Paul Morgan: 

That Council:  

1. Continue discussions with Victoria Police in support of a patrol strategy in the 
precinct over the summer period. 

2. Refer approximately $500,000 for the outstanding works in the South Williamstown 
Local Area Traffic Management area to subsequent years capital works budget for 
consideration, noting that the cost for treatment of the Coles Street/Twyford Street 
intersection is approximately $85,000. 

3.  Inform the lead petitioner of Council’s action. 

Carried 

 

Report Summary 

In 2012 Council adopted a Traffic Management Plan for the Williamstown South Local Area 
Traffic Management area.  

A number of the Local Area Traffic Management works have been completed and in 
reviewing the capital works budget the next traffic management priorities are being 
determined. 

Anti-social behaviour such as hoon driving is better dealt with through policing. 

The Victoria Police Highway Patrol has agreed to undertake more rigorous operations in the 
precinct during the summer period to crack down on hoon driving. 

Background 

The following petition signed by 43 residents was received at the Council meeting on 18 
November 2014: 

“We, the undersigned residents of Williamstown, request that Hobsons Bay City Council take 
measures to prevent hooning in Cole Street, in particular at the intersection of Cole and 
Twyford Street. Our request is that the Council consider the immediate installation of traffic 
islands in Twyford Street as foreshadowed in a previous Traffic Management Plan. 
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We regard this as an urgent matter following a sequence of three hooning incidents in the 
previous two weeks at this intersection. The incident on the night of Saturday November 8 
was a very serious incident lasting nearly four minutes, with significant risk to property and 
possibly individuals. The marks on the road are testimony to the severity of the hooning was. 

We request measures to be taken in advance of the summer hooning season.” 

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 21 February 2012, Council adopted a Traffic 
Management Plan for the Williamstown South Local area developed by the Williamstown 
South Traffic Study Group. 

The objectives of the Plan were to develop cost effective solutions to improve the safety of 
local streets by reducing vehicle speeds, reduce the potential for vehicle and pedestrian 
crashes, discourage through traffic and develop proposals that address traffic concerns 
raised by residents. 

The recommended treatments did include the provision of splitter islands on Twyford Street 
with extended kerbs to reduce intersection width. There are also a number of other 
outstanding recommended treatments in the LATM.  

Discussion 

Local Area Traffic Management Plans are generally undertaken to provide engineering 
solutions to traffic and safety issues such as through traffic, vehicle and pedestrian conflicts 
etc. Anti-social behaviour such as hoon driving is better dealt with through policing. To this 
end Council officers have met with Victoria Police regarding the hooning at this intersection 
and the precinct in general. 

The Victoria Police Highway Patrol has agreed to undertake more rigorous operations in the 
precinct during the summer period to crack down on hoon driving. 

With regard to the Twyford Street treatments a reassessment of the outstanding works in the 
precinct should be undertaken along with a review of the priority of these projects in the 
context of the overall capital works program priorities. 

It is estimated that the cost to install the recommended treatment will be approximately 
$85,000 as street lights at the intersection will also need to be upgraded in conjunction with 
construction of splitter islands and kerb extensions. 
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6.2 Petition – Request to Upgrade School Crossing – Maddox 
Road, Newport 

Directorate: Infrastructure and City Services      

Purpose 

To advise Council of an electronic petition containing 136 signatories requesting Council to 
upgrade the existing school crossing at Maddox Road, Newport to a pedestrian push button 
crossing.  

Motion 

Moved Cr Angela Altair, seconded Cr Peter Hemphill: 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the petition requesting Council to upgrade the existing school 
crossing at Maddox Road, Newport to a pedestrian push button crossing. 

2. Request a report on this matter at a future Council meeting.   

Carried 

 

Report Summary 

The petition was received on 11 December, and acknowledged on the same day. 

The petition is an on-line petition facilitated through the website change.org. Although 
Council’s Meeting Procedure Local Law does not currently provide for on-line petitions, 
Council can resolve to consider the petition.  

The petition reads as follows: 

“Currently, there is no pedestrian crossing on Maddox Rd, Newport, to access Newport 
Gardens Primary School and Newport Gardens Early Years Centre. There is a supervised 
school crossing between 8.15-9.00am and 2.45-3.30pm on school days only. 
 
Maddox Road is a major collector road, and on a Council run audit in March 2014, 521 cars 
were recorded using the road over the course of one hour. 
 
This dangerous situation affects: 

 310 children enrolled at Newport Gardens Primary School 
 149 babies and preschoolers enrolled at Newport Gardens Early Years Centre (three 

year old kinder, four year old kinder, long day care) 
 parents/carers and younger siblings of children at NGPS and NGEYC 
 Maternal and Child Health clients (seven appointments for every baby born in the area, 

up to the age of four) 
 Yooralla clients 
 immunization patients (sessions held every fortnight at NGEYC, six appointments for 

every baby born, up to the age of four) 
 Toy Library members (open twice weekly at NGEYC) 
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 Mothers Group meetings with newborn babies (held weekly at NGEYC) 
 playgroups (held weekly at NGEYC) 
 community groups (held weekly at NGEYC) 

Council has recognised the safety concern, but has advised that $80,000 is too much to 
spend to upgrade the existing crossing.  They have proposed a pedestrian island be 
installed, which we believe will actually decrease road safety. The proposed island will 
impinge upon an already narrow road, with an existing bike lane on the east side of the road, 
and a bus stop on the west side of the road, and traffic queuing to turn right into Woods St. 
 
Can you imagine trying to safely stop preschoolers, riding bikes and scooters, on an island in 
the middle of this busy road? 
 
The issue of upgrading the existing crossing was first raised by concerned parents in 
February 2014. 
 
We have started this petition as a last resort after numerous phone calls, emails, and 
promises from Hobsons Bay City Council have failed to resolve this issue. 
 
The crossing upgrade needs to be urgently addressed by Hobsons Bay City Council before 
an accident occurs.” 
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7 Business 

7.1 Corporate Services 

7.1.1 General  Valuation 2016 
Directorate: Corporate Services      

Purpose 

For Council to resolve to make and return the 2016 General Valuation in accordance with the 
requirements of the Valuation of Land Act 1960.   

Motion 

Moved Cr Paul Morgan, seconded Cr Carl Marsich: 

That Council: 

1. In accordance with sections 11 and 13H of the Valuation of Land Act 1960, cause a 
General Valuation of all rateable land and all non-rateable leviable land, to be made 
as at 1 January 2016 and to be returned before 30 June 2016; 

2. In accordance with section 13DA (1) of the Valuation of Land Act 1960, appoint Mr 
Robert Tot from Opteon Property Group to make and return the valuations; and 

3. In accordance with section 6 (1) of the Valuation of Land Act 1960, notify the Valuer-
General and every other rating authority interested in the valuation of land within its 
area, of the resolution to cause a General Valuation to be made. 

Carried 

 

Report Summary 

Council is required, under the Valuation of Land Act 1960, to carry out a general valuation of 
all rateable properties and non-rateable leviable land subject to the Fire Service Property 
Levy (FSPL), within the municipality every two years.   

The last general valuation was undertaken at 1 January 2014, to be used for rating and 
FSPL purposes from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2016.  The next general valuation needs to be 
undertaken at 1 January 2016, to be used for rating and FSPL purposes from 1 July 2016 to 
30 June 2018. 

The contract for the municipal valuation and ancillary services is undertaken by Mr Robert 
Tot from Opteon Property Group and includes the general valuation to be made as at 1 
January 2016. 
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7.1.2 GLBTIQ Advisory Committee Extension of Appointment 
Directorate: Corporate Services         

Purpose 

To propose that the appointment and term of the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transsexual, 
Intersex and Queer Advisory Committee be extended to 30 June 2015 pending the overall 
review of all advisory committees.  

Motion 

Moved Cr Paul Morgan, seconded Cr Sandra Wilson: 
 
That Council extend the term and appointment of the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
Transsexual, Intersex and Queer Advisory Committee and members to 30 June 2015.  

 
Carried 

 

 

Report Summary 

Council is undertaking a review of its advisory committees which should be completed in 
early 2015. The term of the current Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transsexual, Intersex and Queer 
(GLBTIQ) Advisory Committee expires in December 2014 and in order to consider this 
committee as part of the overall review it is proposed to extend its term to 30 June 2015. 

Discussion 

Extension of the GLBTIQ committee term is a practical solution to ensure that it is considered 
as part of an overall review, one outcome of which will be that the terms of appointment of all 
committees will be aligned. 
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7.1.3 Cat Curfew  
Directorate: Corporate Services   Appendix: 1         1st Pink 

Purpose 

For Council to consider a request for the implementation of a cat curfew across the 
municipality.  

Motion 

Moved Cr Sandra Wilson, seconded Cr Peter Hemphill: 

That Council: 

1. Take no action to implement a cat curfew across any part of the municipality. 

2. Note the actions to promote the increased availability of cat cages and education of 
domestic animal owners about their responsibilities in relation to wandering 
animals. 

3. Advise Conversations for the Curious of its decision. 

Carried 

 

Report Summary 

Council’s Domestic Animal Management Plan 2013-17 (DAMP) proposes that Council 
considers the introduction of a cat curfew across the municipality.  Council has also received 
a joint letter from residents of Hobsons Bay and members of Conversations for the Curious 
requesting the implementation of a cat curfew. This report considers the potential benefits 
and barriers to the introduction of a limited (night time) curfew and recommends that a curfew 
not be introduced as it is likely to be ineffective.  

Background 

A joint letter from residents of Hobsons Bay and members of Conversations for the Curious 
was tabled at the Council meeting on 2 December 2014. The letter expressed concern at the 
harmful effects of domestic animals (and in particular of cats) on the population of native 
birds, mammals and reptiles in Hobsons Bay’s parks and gardens. The letter requests that 
Council implement a curfew on the domestic cat population.  

In developing the DAMP a survey of residents was also conducted as an initial assessment 
of the community’s concern about stray cats, cats killing wildlife and cats straying on to 
private property.  Through the survey, there was a level of concern expressed by 
respondents that wandering cats were an issue.  Cat curfews have been introduced in other 
municipalities as a means to reduce wildlife kills and to reduce cat nuisance problems for the 
community.  

Investigation into a cat curfew was an action from the DAMP and as a result of that a 
discussion paper has been prepared and is attached as an appendix to this report.   
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Discussion 

The survey results indicate a level of concern about issues associated with straying cats 
generally as well as their impact on wildlife but as with the joint letter there is no hard 
evidence of the harmful impact of domestic animals in Hobsons Bay.  (The Lost Dogs Home 
quotes figures from a study that claims each cat kills (on average) 44 animals per year).  

While there are likely to be some limited benefits as responsible cat owners may take 
measures to restrict the freedom of their cats, there are significant arguments that suggest 
that cat curfews are not effective and have had minimal impact where they have been 
imposed. 

Analysis of data for impounded cats in Hobsons Bay indicates that the wandering cat 
population is more a symptom of stray, feral and ownerless cats, rather than for owned cats 
in domestic residences.  

It is therefore highly unlikely that a night curfew would work to restrict cats’ roaming activity. 
In addition The Lost Dogs Home is also strongly of the view that night curfews are not 
effective in reducing native wildlife kills because most native animals and birds are not 
nocturnal.   

While the paper acknowledges the anecdotal impact of stray cats on wildlife within the 
municipality it canvasses other means to limit their destructive behaviour. Measures such as 
targeting the capture of roaming cats in sensitive biodiversity areas, the promotion of cat 
traps as a means of dealing with stray cats on private property and promotion of responsible 
pet ownership which highlights the effects of roaming cats on wildlife are all means by which 
this issue can be addressed. 

Council earlier this year considered a Biodiversity Discussion Paper which also canvassed 
potential actions in a future biodiversity strategy to address this issue. 

In the meantime Council has taken steps to address the issue in residential areas by 
increasing the number of cat cages available for residents and promoting their accessibility 
on its website. 
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7.2 Infrastructure and City Services 

7.2.1 Contract No. 2015.05  -  Provision of Pavement  Markings 
Directorate: Infrastructure and City Services   

Purpose 

To award Contract No. 2015.05 Provision of Pavement Markings. 

Motion 

Moved Cr Paul Morgan, seconded Cr Peter Hemphill: 

That Council award Contract No. 2015.05 Provision of Pavement Markings to 
Roadmaster Line Marking Pty Ltd at an estimated cost of $955,480.62 (GST inclusive) 
for a period of 3 years with an option for a further 2 x 1 year extension based on the 
submitted schedule of rates. 

Carried 

 

Report Summary 

Four tenders were received for the provision of pavement markings. Due to all tender 
responses being well above the allocated budget, a post-tender clarification was sought from 
each tenderer on a revised schedule of quantities and two tender submissions were 
shortlisted for full evaluation. After full evaluation the Tender Board recommended the 
contract be awarded to Roadmaster Line Marking Pty Ltd. 

Background 

Pavement marking is a key component of safety on the road network. This contract is a 
schedule of rates contract specifying the standard of pavement markings such as lane lines, 
edge lines, directional arrows, intersection markings and parking bays. The schedule of rates 
to the contract sets out the material, type of marking and estimated quantity of each item.  

The contract is a three year contract with an option to extend for a further 2 x 1 year based 
on the schedule of rates. Funding for refreshing or replacement of existing pavement 
markings is provided under this contract arrangement. Funding for pavement markings 
associated with new roadworks, resurfacing and shared footways and bike lanes is provided 
for as part of those capital works projects.  

The requirements are currently carried out under the terms of a pre-existing agreement. 

Discussion 

A public tender process was conducted on 1 March 2014 seeking tenders for provision of 
pavement marking based on a schedule of quantities for various types of markings. 

Four tender responses were received all of which were above the allocated budget. 

The schedule of quantities was revised and a post-tender pricing clarification was sought 
based on the revised schedule. Three of the tenderers clarified their rates based on the new 
schedule with the fourth failing to respond. 
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After initial evaluation, two tenderers were shortlisted for full evaluation. 

The evaluation criteria used to assess the tenderers included demonstrated experience, 
price, capacity and ability to undertake the project or works, innovation and value added 
service and references. 

The recommended tenderer achieved the highest score against the evaluation criteria and 
was the lowest price. 

There are no local providers for this service. 

The Tender Board has endorsed the recommended contractor as the best value for Council. 
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7.3 Strategic Development 

7.3.1 Vision Newport Structure Plan Community Consultation 
Update 

Directorate: Strategic Development    Appendix: 2      1st Green 

Purpose 

To update Council on the Vision Newport Structure Plan community consultation results.  

Motion 

Moved Cr Paul Morgan, seconded Cr Peter Hemphill: 

That Council receive and note the findings of the Vision Newport Structure Plan 
community consultation.  

Carried 

 

Report Summary 

Newport is changing. From its rich industrial heritage to its niche cafe and lifestyle 
businesses, it is being impacted by the pressures of urban consolidation and increase in 
activity. Its population is also changing. Young lone person households and young couples 
with children have been attracted to Newport requiring a diversity of housing types with good 
access to open spaces and services. 

A review of the Newport Structure Plan is required to provide an up-to-date framework which 
guides planning for future development within the area to accommodate these future needs. 
A review of existing policies and evaluation of previous community consultation has been 
undertaken which identified opportunities and challenges for any future structure plan. 

To ensure that the structure plan is informed by the community, Vision Newport Structure 
Plan Stage 1 community consultation was undertaken between August and September 2014. 
The responses provided by the community will help inform a draft Vision Newport Structure 
Plan.  

Background 

An in depth review of previous policy and literature has been undertaken as part of the 
development of a new Structure Plan. This review revealed key issues and opportunities for 
Newport, including: 

 the ability to accommodate a substantial population increase given its proximity to a 
transport hub, whilst having regards to competing influences such as heritage and 
proximity to Major Hazard Facilities 

 connections must be provided to open space and between key areas (such as Hall Street 
and Mason Street) in addition to key future development sites (such as the Strategic 
Redevelopment Areas to the north) 

 improvements to Newport’s public spaces can be improved so they are attractive and well 
designed 

 car parking facilities should be improved, however alternative transport options other than 
the car should be encouraged 
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 encourage and promote Newport’s niche lifestyle businesses and restaurants 

These results have been captured in four key themes and formed the basis of the 
consultation. These themes are: 

 preserving the neighbourhood character, heritage and history 
 access to open spaces, streetscape and planting  
 providing access to transport and a mobility network plan 
 providing economic opportunity 
 

Discussion 

The purpose of Stage 1 consultations was to seek feedback from the community on how 
Newport can be improved in the future, and to confirm the key themes originally identified in 
the literature review and consultations on previous strategies and plans (such as the 
Community Health and Wellbeing Plan 2013-17).  

The community strongly supported celebrating the distinct precincts within the activity centre 
that can offer opportunities for retail/commercial (Mason Street), cafes and restaurants (Hall 
Street) and arts/ community spaces (The Substation area). Many respondents were keen in 
strengthening connections including improved pedestrian routes, bicycle paths and bus 
interchange connections as well as strong support for a priority on safe and accessible 
pedestrian movements through traffic calming, streetscape improvements, improved lighting 
and surveillance. 

The consultation demonstrated support for appropriately scaled mixed use development (3 to 
4 storeys) including residential, complementary retail and employment opportunities. The 
community also support density, subject to high quality architectural development which is 
sensitive to Newport’s built and industrial heritage and local identity. 

The participants advised that a vibrant community heart anchored by key spaces such as 
The Substation, the Newport Youth Library and Seniors hub, Paine Reserve and Mason and 
Hall Streets will strengthen the role of Newport and support passive and active recreation in 
the centre. 

Consultation responses suggested that high quality green gateways and spaces were 
required in the activity centre. Improved landscaping particularly on the arrival routes such as 
Melbourne Road and along Hall Street was identified as a priority to create safe spaces and 
welcoming pedestrian environments.    

The results of the consultation have been summarised in the attached fact sheet. Overall, the 
community’s vision for Newport aligns with the principles in the state and local policy.  

The next steps are to consolidate the findings of the consultation, the background and 
technical reports to inform a draft Vision Newport Structure Plan.  
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7.3.2 Living Hobsons Bay: An Integrated Water Management Plan 
2014-19 

Directorate: Strategic Development   Appendix: 3       1st Yellow 

Purpose 

To present Living Hobsons Bay: An Integrated Water Management Plan 2014-19 and 
recommend that the Plan be adopted by Council. 

Motion 

Moved Cr Angela Altair, seconded Cr Sandra Wilson: 

That Council adopt Living Hobsons Bay: An Integrated Water Management Plan     
2014-19. 

Carried 

 

Report Summary 

Living Hobsons Bay: An Integrated Water Management Plan 2014-19 (the Plan) has been 
developed to guide Council’s water management activities. On 25 March 2014, Council 
resolved to exhibit the draft Plan for a period of six weeks. Four submissions were received 
which supported the Plan and provided additional suggestions to add value to the document. 
The document has subsequently been amended to reflect relevant feedback. The amended 
Plan is provided in the appendix.    

 

Background 

The new Plan has been developed in alignment with the Victorian Government’s new urban 
water policy Melbourne’s Water Future released in December 2013. Melbourne’s Water 
Future is a whole-of-water-cycle management approach that is proposed to be delivered in 
partnership with the water sector, local government, business, community organisations and 
households. This is included in Plan Melbourne’s direction which provides the Victorian 
Government’s vision for the city to 2050. Plan Melbourne integrates planning and 
development of land, transport, social and community infrastructure including water cycle 
services. 

Council has already completed a variety of integrated water management initiatives. Recent 
capital works include three stormwater harvesting schemes at Cyril Curtain Reserve in 
Williamstown, Paisley Park in Altona North and Laverton Recreation Reserve, saving a 
projected 175 megalitres of drinking water per annum. In addition, smart water metres have 
been installed at 20 reserve sites and sustainable water design elements have been 
integrated into various projects including road upgrades, playgrounds and new public toilets. 

The Plan outlines a framework for prioritising further sustainable and integrated water 
management actions. The vision of the Plan is to create a greener, healthier, more 
sustainable community. The Plan describes Council’s water management goals for the next 
five years as well as how Council will measure its progress, its planning, delivery and 
advocacy for improved water management. 
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Discussion 

The draft Plan was exhibited for six weeks from 25 March to 7 May. A presentation on the 
draft Plan to the Sustainable Environment Advisory Group (SEAG) was also held in the lead 
up to the consultation period. Responses were received by one community member, City 
West Water, Melbourne Water and the Office of Living Victoria. All responses were in 
support of the Plan with additional suggestions offered to add value to the document. 
Council’s reply to submitters has been provided in the appendix.  

Key amendments to the Plan in response to submissions include: 

 two chapters were brought forward to improve structure and the narrative of the document  
 the water balance figures have been updated with current water authority data 
 a clear definition of nuisance flooding has been provided and references to Council Plans 

managing large scale flooding have been made. These include the 2013 Hobsons Bay 
Flood Management Plan and the 2013 Hobsons Bay City Council Flood Emergency Plan 

 acknowledgement of Council’s involvement with regional water projects and planning 
activities has been made and that the Council will remain cognisant of regional water 
planning 

 some terms and definitions have been clarified 
 a Technical Support document has been developed to clearly indicate the background 

analysis for the development of the Plan’s targets. This document will be made publicly 
available.  

 Council’s action prioritisation system now reflects the current research on vulnerability to 
heat events. This is included in the Technical Support document. 
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8 Notices of Motion 

8.1 Notice of Motion No. 1166 – Port Phillip Woollen Mills 
 
Motion 

Moved Cr Peter Hemphill, seconded Cr Angela Altair: 

That Council: 

1. Note the Victorian Labor party’s election pledge to approve a planning scheme 
amendment to ensure new planning permit applications are consistent with the 
recommendations of the Former Port Phillip Woollen Mills Advisory Committee including 
set maximum building heights. 

2. Officers urgently prepare a report considering the merits or otherwise of a planning 
scheme amendment to introduce the recommendations of the Former Port Phillip Woollen 
Mills Advisory Committee such as mandatory height controls as soon as practicable and 
by February 2015. 

Carried 

 

8.2 Notice of Motion No. 1167 – Major Hazard Facilities 
 
Motion 

Moved Cr Peter Hemphill, seconded Cr Carl Marsich: 

Cr Peter Hemphill has given notice of the following 

That Council: 

1. Note its continued advocacy for a review of land use planning around Major Hazard 
Facilities. 

2. Note the Victorian Labor Party’s election pledge to initiate an inquiry into the adequacy of 
existing laws to safeguard and protect residents living near Major Hazard Facilities. 

3. Write to the relevant State Minister urging the prompt start of such an inquiry and offer any 
support as required. 

Carried 
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9 Public Question Time 
G Mitchelmore 

Q. A pollution incident occurred in Altona North on 4 and 5 December 2014.   A 
chemical powder was spilt along the full length of McArthurs Road by Cartage 
Australia, despite a planning permit refusal by Council in June 2014.  What 
action is being undertaken by Council to ensure that Cartage Australia will not 
repeat the offence and will Council prosecute the company to the fullest extent? 

A. Council attended the site on the day of the incident.  Council is currently investigating 
the incident and is in discussions with Cartage Australia and the EPA. There are 
several options available to Council in the event of a breach such as a planning 
infringement notice.  Council will advise you of the outcome of this investigation and 
any enforcement proceedings taken. 

 

 

 

10 Urgent and Other Business 
Cr Carl Marsich advised that he attended the launch of the bully free hotline on Monday and 
presented Council with a kit from the launch. Cr Marsich reported that the nationwide bully 
hotline is now formally open – the number is 1800 0 bully. 

 

 

There being no further business, the Chairperson declared the meeting closed at 8.20pm. 

______________________________________ 

Chairperson - Cr Colleen Gates 

Signed and certified as having been confirmed. 

10 February 2015 
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